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The special session Computational Approaches for Documenting and Analyzing 
Oral Languages welcomes submissions presenting innovative speech data 
collection methods and/or assistance for linguists and communities of speakers: 
methods and tools that facilitate collection, transcription and translation of 
primary language data. Oral languages is understood here as referring to spoken 
vernacular languages which depend on oral transmission, including endangered 
languages and (typically low-prestige) regional varieties of major languages.

The special session intends to provide up-to-date information to an audience of 
phoneticians about developments in machine learning that make it increasingly 
feasible to automate segmentation, alignment or labelling of audio recordings, 
even in less-documented languages.

/ Main topics
• large-scale phonetics of oral languages,
•  automatic phonetic transcription (and 

phonemic transcription),
• mobile platforms for speech data collection,
•  creating multilingual collections of text, 

speech and images,
•  machine learning over these collections,
•  open source tools for computational language 

documentation,
•  position papers on computational language 

documentation.
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